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•  Illustrates formal patterns of organization 
that cut across diverse phenomena, thus 
creating possibilities for discovering 
common practices implicated in the 
constitution of human practice, social life, 
path-dependent historicity, and knowledge

•  Demonstrates how to move from what 
people do and know to build the actual 
events that create their cognitive and 
social lives, to the analysis of general 
practices that organize what might appear 
to be quite dissimilar events

•  Moves beyond the analysis of separate 
modalities to investigate how their intrinsic 
diversity as semiotic fi elds makes possible unique 
forms of action when joined to each other

This book investigates how 
language, embodiment, objects, 
and settings in historically 
shaped communities combine, 
and form human actions.


